[Leaflet extension technique in a congenital aortic valve regurgitation].
A 17-year-old boy who was diagnosed as congenital aortic valve regurgitation underwent the leaflet extension technique in 3 aortic leaflets using glutaraldehyde-preserved autologous pericardium. Intraoperative transesophageal echocardiography and postoperative cardiac catheter revealed grade I regurgitation and the patient has been doing well for more than 4 months after the surgery. The leaflet extension technique is considered to be an acceptable surgical treatment for aortic valve disease especially in young patients to whom valve replacement or Ross procedure might not be suitable. A careful long-term follow-up will be necessary to evaluate the durability of the leaflet extension technique with autologous pericardium.